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The Bruce Wilson Gallery at 
O’Halloran Hill celebrates 
its ten-year anniversary as 

a student-run gallery during the 
SALA Festival. 

Graduating Vizarts students at TAFE 
SA’s O’Halloran Hill Campus have 
embraced the SALA Festival as an 
opportunity to celebrate a special 
anniversary for the Bruce Wilson 
Gallery. Chapter Ten exhibition 
celebrates the tenth anniversary of the 
space as a student-run gallery - the 
longest running and only student-run 
art space currently in an art school in 
South Australia.

The gallery was named after the gifted 
and devoted lecturer Bruce Wilson. A 
lecturer in the Visual Arts programme 
at the O’Halloran Hill campus for 
seventeen years Bruce died suddenly 
from a heart attack on 29 May 2000. 
It was his determination, dedicated 
lobbying and fundraising that helped to 
furnish the gallery ready for opening at 
the end of 1992.

A memorial celebration and exhibition 
was held shortly after Bruce’s death 
with the gallery filled floor to ceiling 
with artworks from current and former 
students and colleagues. It was on 

this occasion Stephen Conway, then 
Director of Onkaparinga Institute, 
announced the renaming of the gallery 
in Bruce’s honour.

In 1998 a group of enterprising 
students suggested running the gallery 
as a student exhibition venue with 
regular changing shows. This was such 
a success that this is now part of the 
Vizarts program.  

To commemorate the gallery’s tenth 
anniversary as a student-run space, 
Stephen Conway has been invited 
to launch the Chapter Ten salon-style 
exhibition on Thursday 31 July at 
5.30pm. 

A number of graduates from the past 
decade have been invited to exhibit 
including: Jillian Gregurke, Heather 
Young, Katrina Simmons, Michele 
Nooteboom, Nova Smith, Sean 
McGovern and Canberra-based Karin 
Walker. Their works will be shown 
alongside the exciting artwork of soon-
to-be-graduating artists: Amelia Pickard, 
Jaynie Langford, Hannah Carlyle, Scott 
James, Georgina Mills and Heidi Karo. 

Chapter Ten includes jewellery, ceramics, 
printmaking, sculpture, drawing, 
photography and painting. Visitors will 

have a great opportunity to see a range 
of contemporary works from a diverse 
group of artists in one location. 

Chapter Ten opens Thursday 31 July 2008 from 
5:30 to 8:30 pm at the Bruce Wilson Gallery 
located at the TAFE SA O’Halloran Hill Campus on 
Majors Road. The exhibition runs until 14 August. 

Bruce Wilson Gallery Celebrates!
By Belinda Shaw and Gina Ray-Zwar

Two artists explore their 
true selves in their open 
studio exhibition Authentic 

during the SALA Festival.

In an exploration of their true selves 
Adelaide Central School of Art 
graduates Heidi Profanter and Joanna 
Poulson present works in oils, acrylics, 
charcoal, and mixed media for their 
open studio exhibition Authentic.

The artists’ true natures are revealed as 
they examine what they are driven to 
do in life: to confront others with their 
attraction to the weird and wonderful 
and to work hard.

The works in Authentic have a sense 
of the absurd while also capturing our 
human nature of being active, pensive 
and constantly dealing with change. 

“My artwork is a reflection of my 
own personal experience of change,” 

says Heidi Profanter. “Change is 
common to all human beings. It is our 
destiny to evolve spiritually, physically, 
professionally or personally.”

Artist Joanna Poulson splits her time 
between being an artist and corporate 
worker. She says, “In being authentic 
I acknowledge that I pour so much 
energy, love and care into my work 
and I am moved by the energy that 
individuals put into their work. This is 
particularly evident in the ‘craftsman’ 
who is intensely engaged in their work, 
and whose nature is to produce high 
quality work which they can be proud 
of.”

Authentic will be opened at 1pm on Saturday 
2 August by Maggie Fletcher, Visual Arts and 
Culture Executive, Adelaide Festival Centre at the 
Poulson & Profanter Open Studio, 15 Charles 
Street, Prospect. The studio will be open 1-5pm 
the first two weekends during the SALA Festival: 
2, 3, 9 & 10 August.

 

Authentic Exhibition

A Question of What charcoal and acrylic 
on paper by Heidi Profanter

Oobey by Zoe Brooks




